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COMPARISON OF RESIDENTIAL WATER RATES AND COSTS FOR OCEANSIDE WATER PURVEYORS
Prepared by the French Creek Residents Association
Effective April 15, 2025 \
Average usage per utility for comparison is 50m? per 1/4
City of Town of Bowser Little Qual Epcor Qual Bay Fanny Bay | Deep Bay RDN RDN RDN RDN Fr Crk | Ships Point CVRD
Parksville Qualicum Water Dist | Water Dist Fr Creek | /Horne Lake | Water Dist | Improve Dist| San Pareil | Englishman Nanoose | (Sandpiper)| Water Dist | Union Bay
Billing calculation period semi-annual monthly quarterly monthly monthly quarterly triannual quarterly day day day day annual monthly
Base/min charge $ per bill 46.47 14.70 54.00 30.00 49.14 71.00 130.00 72.07 0.50 0.50 0.50 2.90 435.00 68.41
Base m? units incl per bill 0 15 40 20.0 12 62 60 0 0 0 0 0 unlimited 10
Rate rider on base chge $ n/a n/a n/a n/a 5.04 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Rate above base m* $ 0.7746 1.25 0.90 0.040 2.18 1.25 2.16 0.65 1.00 1.00 1.00 3.40 n/a 1.77
Rate rider per extra m® $ n/a n/a n/a n/a 0.07 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Second level extra m® rate $ 1.5490 1.70 1.25 0.060 2.18 1.54 2.16 0.81 2.00 2.00 2.00 4.40 n/a 2.41
Parcel tax per year $ 100.35 240.00 290.00 365.00 n/a 462.67 318.00 423.00 688.48 693.30 754.43 664.87 960.00 603.00
RDN Parcel tax increase +7.1% +55% +9% +5%
50m? 1/4ly usage cost $ 104.40 110.35 135.50 181.25 183.96 194.17 198.60 210.32 222.12 223.33 238.61 336.22 348.75 391.39
Chart position Chart 1 Chart 2 Chart 3 Chart 4 Chart 5 Chart 6 Chart 7 Chart 8 Chart 9 Chart 10 Chart 11 Chart 12 Chart 13 Chart 14
Note - with the exception of Deep Bay, the RDN and Ships Point, all utilities have a base charge incl units and bill for usage in excess of the base - call it 'base +'
RDN disregards a base charge if the usage cost exceeds the daily minimum charge of $.50 - call it ‘either or'. They offer a prompt payment discount of 7.8%.
RDN parcel taxes include 5.25% service fee for collecting taxes levied by the Provincial Surveyor of Taxes. Munis administer their own at less cost.
Updated for 2025 - all except Parks and QB. ‘ ‘
* RDN Sandpiper (French Creek Water Service) pays additional $2.40 m? plus std RDN rates for connection to QB system
* Qualicum parcel tax includes residual Arrowsmith Water Service costs which are nominal but unknown. They offer a prompt pay discount of $1.50 /month.
* Parksville went to a complicated structure in 2013. Base charge + infrastructure charge per 6 mos billing (parcel tax on chart above) + consumption cumulatively for each tier
* Qualicum Bay/Horne Lake parcel tax includes a Capital Works Renewal Fund + parcel tax \ \ \
* Nanoose retiring debt of $2.6M for upgrades and new treatment plant. Properties may also pay a separate Bulk Water charge as an ERWS partner.
* San Pareil 280 connections retiring debt of $1.4M for a large capital replacement program
* Fanny Bay parcel tax of $558 reduced to $318 in 2019 resulting from debt repaid
* Ships Point charges a parcel tax ($360) plus a capital levy ($600) which is combined under Parcel Tax. Chart Usage Cost prior to 2025 was incorrect
* Union Bay rates have risen significantly‘— as of 2019 now Comox V‘alley Reg Dist (CVRD)
Costs are based on average consumption of 50 m? (cubic metres) per 1/4 or: 16.67 monthly, 33.33 bi-monthly, 66.67 triannually, 100 semiannually = 200 per year for a single family home
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